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mon, because the very qualities, that inade St.
Stephen so strong belonged to him. He was loyal
and courageous, and tender as a child. He had a
deep, abiding faith in God, a strong religious
nature ever living close to the Infinite. That he
was brilliant and highly successful, in his pro-
fession, is known to all; but the source and
fountain of that strength was the life hidden in
God. The robust, strong nature of the Scotch-
man, frank and bright and filled with the real sun-
shine of true humor, we seemed to cling to him,
as the ivy clings to the oak. There are so many
of you, listening to me, this morning, to whom
Dr. William Watt Kerr was a dear, nersonal
friend. He was more than the physician; he was
the family counsellor. He was brave to the end.
With a mortal affliction, so well known to him
that made certain the snapping of the vital thread
at any moment, he went from home to home,
administering to the sick, with all his might. He
died in the very act of life's supreme duties. His,
indeed, was a career of rare ability, but his kind-
ness of heart seems to overmaster all else. Let
me say, that in all the homes I have entered in
this city, during a pastorate of almost eighteen
years, no name was mentioned with more loving
affection than that of Dr. Kerr. He ministered
to almost every member of my family, and once
he remained at the side of one of my children
during an entire night, as she hovered between
life and death. God bless and strengthen the
brave woman who was his life companion, his
angel as he loved to call her, the loving wife who
watched over him and cared for him with so much
tenderness.
EXPLANATION OF I9I7 AMENDMENTS
TO THE MEDICAL PRACTICE ACT.

Assembly Bill 1375 (Gebhart).
Effective after July 27, 1917.

No. I. In Sec. 2, the annual meeting of the
Board of Medical Examiners is changed from the
second Tuesday of January to the third Mondav
in October. The place of meeting, Sacramento,
is not changed.

No. 2. In Sec. 2, the language is changed so
that the Board may publish and sell a directorv,
etc. Heretofore it seemed to be mandatory upon
the Board. Also provides for an annual $2.oo tax
for all licentiates and automatically suspends or
revokes the certificate of those who do not pay the
tax within 6o days after January Ist of each year.
Such certificate, however, may be restored on pay-
ment of $Io.oo.

No. 3. Sec. 8 is amended to include the issu-
ance of certificate to practice midwifery.

No. 4. Sec. 9 is amended to include the quali-
fication of applicants for the future in the practice
of midwifery.

No. 5. Sec. IO is amended to include the sub-
jects and minimum requirements of study for a
certificate to practice midwifery.

No. 6. Sec. i i is amended to list the subjects
of examination for applicants to practice midwifery.

No. 7. The same section is amended to allow
the use of an interpreter, selected by the Board, in
an examination, the fee for same to be paid by
the applicant.

No. 8. Sec. 12 is amended to give the officers
of the United States Health Service the right of
registration, the same as the regular United States
Army or Navy medical officer. This is done at
the request of Surgeon-General Blue of the United
States Health Service.

No. 9. -Sec. I2 /2 is amended to provide for the
registration of the midwives already in practice in
the State of California. It provides for a test of
competency, proof of good moral character, etc.,
and a fee of $20.00.

This section also provides for an oral, practical
or clinical examination for those holders of certifi-
cates "to practice osteopathy" issued under the
laws of this state, who desire to qualify for a
Physician's & Surgeon's certificate.

No. I0. Sec. I3 is amended to raise the fee for
reciprocity applicants from $50.00 to $I00.00.
The reciprocity feature of the act necessitates the
employment of investigators, clerks, etc., and it is
necessary, therefore, to raise the fee.

No. i i. Sec. 14 of the act is amended- to pro-
vide for the revocation of certificates to practice
midwifery.

No. 12. Sec. I5 of the act is amended to strike
out the word "other" which heretofore has resulted
in placing an ambiguous construction upon the
terms of the section.

No. 12/2-
No. 13. Sec. 17 has been amended to include

both physician or surgeon or practitioner-that is,
the use of any term indicating that one is licensed
to practice. In the same section the penalty clause
is stricken out.

No. 14. The penalty clause has been stricken
out of Sec. i8.

No. I5. A new section has been created desig-
nating the act as the State Medical Practice Act,
and providing a penalty for the violation of the
provisions of any portion thereof.

THE SAN DIEGO MEETING.
Due to the preparations of the Committee on

Arrangements, the meeting at San Diego was a
great success. Over four hundred names were
inscribed in the register. The management of the
Hotel del Coronado spared no effort to meet the
requirements of the Society and its guests. Our
thanks to them all.

THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE.
The President has appointed the following Pub-

lication Committee for I9I7-I8: Alfred B. Grosse,
William Palmer Lucas, Alfred Cummings Reed
and George E. Tucker, all of San Francisco. The
Editor is ex-officio chairman of the committee.

THE 1918 MEETING AT DEL MONTE.
The Society will meet at Del Monte next April.

This delightful spot affords every comfort and
pleasure, and at the same time is far enough away
from any busy center to allow those attending the
meeting to forget the trials and tribulations of
active practice.

Book Reviews
"The Path of the Destroyer."' A history of leprosy

in the Hawaiian Islands and 30 years' re-
search into the means by which it has been
spread. By A. A. St. Moritz. Honolulu, 1916.

This is a curious medley of things Hawaiian; it
contains considerable matter concerning leprosy
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in the Islands,-not much that is of strictly medi-
cal interest, but a mass of reports from the
Leper Settlement on Molokai, statistics and per-
sonal gossip. One especially interested in leprosy
may find sufficient in the book to hold his atten-
tion. L. E.

The Newer Methods of Blood and Urine Chem-
istry. By R. B. H. Gradwohl and A. J. Blaivas,
St. Louis: Mosby. 1917.

The appearance of this laboratory manual is-
very opportune when metabolic chemistry is com-
ing to be recognized as a very important clinical
aid in diagnosis and prognosis. The authors give
in detail the technic- of one method for each
test which they, in their experience, have found
most useful and accurate. Minute instructions as
to setting up apparatus, making standard solutions,
etc., are given as well as examples of the calcula-
tions necessary in arriving at a reading.
About thirty-five pages are given over to gen-

eral and microscopic urine analysis. The physio-
logic and pathologic conditions giving rise to each
kind of urinary crystal are given and forms an
interesting feature of the book.
The four chapters on blood chemistry go slightly

into the physiology concerned, and a few case his-
tories serve to illustrate certain points. An ample
footnote bibliography enables one to look up any
subject of particular interest. J. M. R.

General Medicine. Vol. 1 of Practical Medicine
Series 1917. Edited by Frank Billings, assisted
by B. 0. Raulston. Chicago: The Yearbook
Publishers. 1917. Price $1.50.

Contents.
Research work, experimental medicine and labo-

ratory technic. Infectious diseases. Diseases of
the chest. Diseases of the heart. Diseases of the
blood vessels. Diseases of the blood and blood-
making organs. Diseases of the ductless glands.
Diseases of metabolism. Diseases of the kidneys.
Poisoning.

Medical Clinics of Chicago. Volume II, Number
V (March 1917). Octavo. Philadelphia and
London: W. B. Saunders Company. 1917.
Published bi-monthly. Price per year: Paper,
$8.00; cloth $12.00.

Contents.
Clinic of Dr. Frederick Tice.
Anaphylaxis.

Clinic of Dr. Isaac M. Abt.
Pyelitis.

Clinic of Dr. Chas. S. Williamson.
Three cases of pericarditis.

Clinic of Dr. Herman L. Kretschmer.
Fulguration treatment of bladder papillomata.

Clinic of Dr. Ralph C. Hamill.
Paralysis agitans.

Clinic of Dr. Arthur F. Beifeld.
Chlorosis.

Contribution of H. -H. Schuhmann.
Relationship of oral foci infection to systemic

diseases.
Clinic of Dr. Solomon Strouse.

Inanition in the treatment of diabetes mellitus.
Clinic of Dr. Chas. L. Mix.

Bacillus aerogenes capsulatus infection of intes-
tines.

Aneurysm of the aorta.
Clinic of Dr. Frank Wright.
Two-hour renal test.

Clinic of Dr. Frank Smithies.
Retroperitoneal sarcoma.

Clinic of Dr. B. C. Corbtis.
Treatment of. specific (gonorrheal) urethritis, an-

terior and posterior.
Glinic of Dr. Joseph C. Friedman.
Diagnosis and treatment of chronic constipation.

The Medical Clinics of Chicago. Volume II, Num-
ber IV (January '1917). Octavo of 231 pages,
20 illustrations.' Philadelphia and London: W.
B. Saunders Company. '1917. Published Bi-
monthly. Price per year: -Paper, $8.00; Cloth,
$12.00.

Contents.
Clinic of Dr. Chas. S. Williamson,

Splanchnoptosis.
Clinic of Dr. Frederick Tice,

Pericardiomediastinitis secondary tQ an acute-
plastic pericarditis.

Pulmonary abscess following delayed resolution
in a croupous pneumonia.

Rectal stricture following operation for hemor-
rhoids.

Abdominal aneurysm.
Case of true amebic dysentery.

Clinic of Dr. Frank Wright,
Acidosis.

Clinic of Dr. Walter W. Hamburger.
Achylia gastrica.

Clinic of Dr. Ralph C. Hamill.
Some considerations of problems of psyclhiatry.
Acute' disseminated myelitis and acute syphilitic
meningomyelitis.

Clinic of Dr. M. Milton Portis.
Carcinoma of the rectum.

Clinic of Dr. Solomon Strouse.
Diagnosis of early active pulmonary tuberculosis.

Clinic of Dr. Chas. L. MIix.
Gastric ulcer with intervals of latency.
Duodenal ulcer and complications.
Duodenal ulcer; attempt at perforation into gall-
bladder followed by gastrojejunostomy and
recovery.

Pyloric stenosis and cholelithiasis.
Clinic of Dr. Isaac M. Abt,
Disease resistance in relation to nutrition of in-

fants.
Decomposition.

Clinic of Dr. James T. Case,
Barium diagnosis.

Clinic of Dr. Arthur F. Beifeld,
Purpura haemorrhagica (Werlhof's disease).

A Manual of Nervous Diseases. By Irving J.
Spear, M. D., Professor of Neurology at the
University of Maryland, Baltimore. 12 mo of
660 pages with 169 illustrations. Philadelphia
and London: W. B. Saunders Company. 1916.
Cloth, $2.75 net.

This little volume of 660 pages is intended for
the general practitioner of medicine and the stu-
dent.
The author regards the study of diseases of the

nervous system as particularly difficult because of
a lack of proper understanding of the anatomy
and physiology of the nervous system. This lack,
the author endeavors to overcome in this work.
The subject matter is divided under the head-

ings of: anatomy and physiology of the, nervous
system, examination of the patient, diseases of the
peripheral nerves, diseases of the muscular system,
diseases of the spinal cord, diseases of the brain,
disea'ses of the brain and pinal cord,' diseases of the
nervous system without pathologic findings, neu-
roses characterized by spasmodic' muscle contrac-
tions, diseases due to perversion of secretion of
the ductless 'glands, diseases due to disturbance of
the vasomotor system, trophoneuroses, and un-
classified disorders.
The book is profusely illustrated with many

original photographs. The''chapters on the sympa-
thetic nervous 'system and diseases of the endo-
crine glands are coficise 'and clear.
In general, it niay be said 'that the subject mat-

ter is up-to-date and that the consideration'-of the
diseases treated is ac complete *as can be ex-
pected in a volume of this size. W. -F.' S.


